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In Community Futures efforts, the University team collaborates with community partners to 
develop a community scale strategy, and to help identify actionable and fundable projects 
related to infrastructure to support that strategy, and that the community can carry forward. 
This strategic partnership effort is approximately 9-18 months. For the Finland community and 
Crystal Bay Township, this ESMC partnership focused on supporting and carrying forward 
grassroots research and community learning already underway; community engagement and 
facilitation for sharing fi ndings and inviting participation; strategic partnership, research 
support and facilitation to identify priority areas for effort and set up the community to carry 
forward housing-related projects; support to connect, build and strengthen relationships with 
county, regional and state partners. 
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Funding Information 

Funding for this project was provided by the State of Minnesota. This program was established 
during the 2023 legislative session (Chapter 68, Section 15) to support small Minnesota 
communities and local government units with added capacity to develop resilient, sustainable, 
and adaptable infrastructure projects. For the purposes of ESMC, small communities are 
defined as local jurisdictions of fewer than 15,000 people. This project was produced and 
completed by the University of Minnesota’s Minnesota Design Center, College of Design 
(MDC) and the Regional Sustainable Development Partnerships, Minnesota, Extension 
Service (RSDP), University of Minnesota. In partnership with the Crystal Bay Township 
Housing Commission Working Group (formerly Finland Home Solutions Community Group). 
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